
\ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
o REGIONS 

^ 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
PRdtt^ CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

August 27,2013 -
us EPA RECORDS CENTER REGJON 5 

Gany Griffith, P.E. 
Georgia-Pacific LLC (GP) 
951 County Street """ 472817 
Milan, Michigan 48160-9610 

Subject; Allied Paper, Inc./Portage Creek/Kalamazoo River Superfiind Site 
Former Plainwell Impoundment Time-Critical Removal Action (TCRA) 

Dear Mr. Griffith, 

As you know, on June 11, 2013, EPA (accompanied by Georgia-Pacific LLC (GP), Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality, Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) 
Michigan Attbmey General's Office, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife) inspected the river banks 
and floodplains in the Plainwell Impoundment Area of the above referenced Superfund Site. 
This letter docunients the findings of that inspection. 

During the inspection, EPA determined there was no active or threatened catastrophic failure of 
the river banks in the removal areas (RAs). EPA, however, observed erosion arid evidence of 
threat of erosion in the following RAs (see enclosed map). Such erosion and evidence of threat 
of erosion, if not addressed over the long term may result in a release of PCS containing material 
into the Kalamazoo River: 

a) RA 2A has exposed residua! materials on the bank; erosion is noted on the downstream 
l/3ofRA2A; 

b) There is an eroded shoreline gap between lA and 2A and exposed residual material was 
observed; 

c) RA lOA, as in past inspections, continues to erode and expose residual material along its 
banks. 

d) Residual materials are exposed on the banks in some areas of RA 7, RA 8, and RA 9b. 
The river channel is unstable in these areas. Therefore these areas, although previously 
armored with coir log and rock, need additional rock armoring up to the full elevation of the 
bank. To address these concerns, GP has committed to planting live willow in the buffer 
zone and landward of the existing rock bank armoring to further increase the density and 
depth of roots and increase the soil holding capability of the bank. We understand this work 
will be completed in the fall of 2013. 
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e) A portion of the the reek amiori^ GP instaUed in 20.12 at KAs 4A md 6B is 
crumbling. Also, EPAvfound that some of the willow stakes at 6B had not survived. GP 
indicate that it will be replanting vdllow stakes in RA^B in the fall of 2013. GP has reported 
to EPA that the cniiriblmg of the rock (sandstone); is typical in .the fir^ tieeze thaw ̂  and. 
tMt np finther crumbling, is- expected in future, yeafS; If"fturther cnirnblirjg occiirs; EPA inay 
require ins^latipri of additional rock anmpn 

We have coihpleted our rewew of the 20,12,;Bank Conditions Mpnitoring Re^rt and 
Addendums 1 and 2 thereto as well as GP's response to both EPA's and MDEQ's comments. 
We co,nclude that tiie aforementioned re^ pertains to the'Plam^ GP .has 
satisfiedBPA's Goncems and.at this time, lEPA requires no additional work &om GP related to 
die 2007 TGRA. 

Please feel free to contact tne should you have any questions. 

Sincerelv^ 

U.S. EPA, Regions 
77 Wert Jackson.Blvd. 
Mail Code SE-M 
ChiGago, iUinpis 60604 

CC: P. Buekholtz, MDEQ 
J. Alfaiio, MDEQ 

S .Hanshue, MDNR 

Enclosure: Map of Removal Areas where EPA observed erosion and evidence of threat of 
erosion. 
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